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Slip and slide at Friday Knight Dry 





-—t 


Students covered head-to-toe in shaving cream gather after taking part in the Lyons Hall slip and slide on Friday, March 28. 


See Friday Knight Dry article, Page 8 


Decline in 
high school 
eraduates 


By Lauren Menno 
Staff Writer 


The Western Interstate Commission for 
Higher Education recently released a study pro- 
jecting that the number of public high school 
graduates will drop each year in the upcoming 
decade. 

Annie Finnigan, communications manager 
at the commission said the ethnicity of the grad- 
uates is going to drastically change as well. 

“The face of the graduating class is going to 
change,” Finnigan said. “There are going to be 
more ethnic minorities graduating from public 
high schools.” 

According to the commission report there 
will be a 54 percent increase in Hispanic grad- 
uates while there is going to be an 11 percent 
decline in white non-Hispanic graduates. The 
report projects that “by 2014-15 only six states 
will graduate more white non-Hispanic students 
than they did in 2004-05, while the majority of 
the states outside the South can expect average 
annual declines in their production of white 
non-Hispanic graduates.” 
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See REPORT, Page 4 


Jean resigns as men’s soccer head coach 


Will fill assistant men’s soccer coaching position at UVM 


By Tessa Schraven 
Sports Editor 


Tuesday, March 25, men’s 
soccer head coach Wade Jean an- 
nounced he was resigning from 
his position. 

“Tt is quite difficult to leave,” 
Jean said. “This will be a new op- 
portunity to spend more time fo- 
cusing on soccer.” ose 

After being contacted by the 
University of Vermont, Jean was 
granted permission from athletic 
director, Geri Knortz, to discuss 
a coaching position there. 

“We were all saddened by the 
news of Wade’s decision to accept 
the position at the University of 
Vermont,” Knortz said. “He is a 
gifted coach who has clearly el- 
evated the men’s soccer program 
on many levels.” 

Junior co-captain Tim War- 
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ren expressed Jean’s dramatic 
transformation of the men’s soc- 
cer program. 

“He turned (the program) 
around,” Warren said. “We have 
to keep it going and not let it fold. 
Wade taught us to work hard, and 
we can do the same things next 
year.” Be 

The athletic department was 
helpful and was supportive of his 
decision, Jean said. He was also 
the ticket manager and event su- 
pervisor for St. Michael’s, and 
will now have more time to spend 
with his family and focus on 
coaching, he said. - 

Thursday, March 27, a UVM 
press release announced Jean’s 
new. position as assistant men’s 
soccer coach. 

“Wade is a gifted coach and 
part of the fabric of our soccer 


~ head coach at UVM, in the press 


said Jesse Cormier, men's soccer 


release. “He offers our program 
and our players’ great experience, 
knowledge and a proven path of 
success at all levels. We are ex- 
cited to have him come aboard 
and join Ross Duncan and I as we 
continue to develop the team to 
become a nationally recognized 
program in the classroom and on 
the field.” 

After Jean recruited eight 
first-years for the 2007 season, 
many -players expressed their 
feelings on Jean’s decision to 
leave. 

“IT was disappointed and 
shocked with his decision,” first- 
year Blake Schill said. “I thought 
he would stay a few more years.” 
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community here in Vermont,” Spare on age 4 Men’s soccer head coach Wade Jean (right) referees a scrimmage against 
UVM on Sunday, March 30, as sophomore Jared Berry runs past. 
NEWS FEATURES SPORTS 
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Parent to Parent: Second annual com- 
munity walk-a-thon raises money for 
families of children with special needs. 
See Page 9. Check out The Defender Online 
for an audio slideshow of the event. 


Player of the year: Junior 
men’s hockey forward 
Ryan Mero was named 
NE-10 player of the year 

] for the conference cham- 
pion Purple Knights. See 
Page 16. 
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SECURITY LOG 


Excerpts from March 8-26, 2008, Security reports, 
provided by St. Michael's College Office of Safety and Security 





Saturday, March 8 


12:34 p.m. Larceny/theft, 300 Townhouse 
4:33 p.m. Suspicious person, Doc Jacobs Field 
804 a.m. Alcohol violation, Purtil Hall 


Sunday, March 9 





7:50 a.m. Vandalism, International Commons 


10:29 a.m. Motor vehicle accident, Ryan Hall 


Thursday, March 13 


3:38 a.m. Fire alarm, Pontigny Hall 


7:12 p.m. Power failure, Alumni Hall 
11:19 p.m. Alcohol violation, Hamel Hall 


9:54 a.m. Motor vehicle accident, Townhouse 300 


Tuesday, March 11 


1:47 a.m. Vandalism, Zone A 


4:38 p.m. Nuisance complaint, Ryan Hall 


Wednesday, March 12 


1:33 a.m. Trespass, Pontigny Hall 


Friday, March 14 


10:55 a.m: Vandalism, Ryan Hall 
3:32 p.m. Drug Violation, Cashman Hall 
8:16 p.m. Drug Violation, Founders Hall 


Sunday, March 16 


10:17 a.m. Assist, Cashman Hall 
10:38 a.m. Trespass, Canterbury Hall 


Wednesday, March 19 


2:44 a.m. Vandalism, Ryan Hall 
2:28 p.m. Found property, Alliot Hall 


Saturday, March 22 


2:44 a.m. Vandalism, Cashman Hall 
8:56 p.m. Suspicious person, Bergeron 


Sunday, March 23 


8:56 p.m. 911 hang-up, Canterbury Hall 
9:55 p.m. Assist, Townhouse 300 
1:46 a.m. Assist, Parking zone A 


Wednesday, March 26 


8:56 p.m. 911 hang-up, Canterbury Hall 
2:32 p.m. Medical assist, Alumni Hall 
8:38 p.m. Follow up, Cashman Hall 


Library creates harsher punishments on over due items 
$1 fine per day late established to improve library returns 


By Maura Bannon 
Staff Writer 


The Durick Library has in- 
stituted a new late fee program 
aimed at cracking down on stu- 
dents and faculty who keep books 
and media pass their due dates. 

“People were complaining 
about not being able to get what 
they wanted,” said, John Payne, 
director of the Durick Library 
and information services. 

“Before the new system was 
started in January people would 
have DVDs for weeks and weeks 
because there was no penalty, 
so we knew at that point that we 
needed to do something about it.” 

Before the new late fee pro- 
gram, students were only allowed 
to have DVDs for one day, but 
there was no fine if it wasn’t re- 
turned on time Payne said. 

Now, students can have 
‘them for three days and faculty 
can have them for a week. If the 


Book Return 





Photo by Ali Destrempe 
Book return sign at the front desk of 
the Durick Library. 





books and DVDs are not returned 
on time, there is a $1 a day fine. 

_ If the fee totals the actual 
cost of the item, the person will 
be billed for the item, Payne said. 

Megan McCarthy a junior 
library staff member believes the 
new program to be an improve- 
ment, she said. 

“Tt’s important for people to 
circulate the items they take out,” 
McCarthy said. “I think the new 
system is better because students 
and faculty have a greater chance 
of being able to borrow things 
when they need them.” 

Senior Peter Vitt said the 
new program is not an improve- 
ment, he said. 

He appreciates the services 
the library provides for the stu- 
dents but he doesn’t think late 
fees should be pressed upon stu- 
dents and faculty, he said. 

“We shouldn’t have to pay 
library fines for minor infrac- 
tions,” he said. “Maybe if people 
make it habitual and keep things 
for weeks at a time there should 
be a fine, but not if they keep 
things for a few extra days.” 

Vitt disagrees with the policy 
of allowing faculty members to 
take out items longer, he said. 

“Ifa policy is set, make it 
for everyone.” Vitt said. “Make 
the situation the same it should be 
fair and even for everyone. There 
shouldn’t be a double standard.” 

The reason professors are al- 
lowed to have DVDs for longer is 
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because they usually are renting 
them for class purposes, Payne 
said. 

“We allow them to keep a 


video out for a week so they can - 


preview it and make notes if nec- 
essary and show it in two or more 
classes without having to renew 
it,” he said. 

Sophomore, Kelsey Dole 
who works at the library’s front 
desk said people are surprised 
when she tells them they have li- 
brary fines. 

“People don’t realize they 
have to pay late fees because they 
are unaware of the new system we 
have,” she said. 

Senior Matt Morton said he 
received a $60 fine from the li- 
brary for not returning the DVDs 
“Memento” and “Requiem for a 
Dream,” on time. 

“T guess the fine is fair be- 
cause I never returned the mov- 
ies, but $60 is steep and they 
didn’t give me much warning,” 
Morton said. 

The faculty members are 
more taken aback about the fines 
than the students are, said Chris 
DeLorenzo, sophomore library 
staff member. 

“The faculty is more sur- 
prised than the students because 
they work for the college so they 
don’t think that they should have 
to pay any money,’ DeLorenzo 
said. “But the plus side of the sys- 
tem.is that if you want a DVD, it’s 
more likely to be there.” 


The idea for the new sys- 
tem arose last fall when students 
were angry about not being able 
to check out books and DVDs be- 
cause other students and faculty 
had them way past their due date, 
as well as no being able to do in- 
terlibrary loans, said Payne. 

Thenew system has improved 
interlibrary loans. The loans are 
for people who need a unique or 
specialized book that the Durick 
Library doesn’t have. The college 
will then borrow the book from 
a larger library such as the Dart- 
mouth College Library or Boston 
College University Libraries. 

“Tf the student fails to bring 
the book back on time, the other 
library will get angry. This is bad 
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because we don’t want to have a 


bad reputation with schools that 


provides a good service,” Rayne ; 


said. 
Not being allowed to nartiae 


pate with interlibrary loans would | 


be an inconvenient for students 
because there wouldn’t be as 
many resources available, Payne 
said. 
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Get to know the candidates for S.A. President and Vice President 


Student Association elections will-be held this week on April 2 and 3. Voting will take place online from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. on both election days. An 
open forum for candidates will be held in the Green Mountain Dining Room tonight at 7 p.m. The Defender asked S.A. President Candidate Steve 
O’Neil and vice president candidates Liam Danaher and Gary Levante, all of the Class of 2009, questions to learn about their candidacy and 
about them as individuals. To vote: 1) go to www.vote-smc.com during the voting hours. 2) Login using your Mikenet name and password. 3) A ballot 
will then come up to fill out and submit. Computers will be available in Alliot and St. Edmund’s Hall for voting. 


Steve O’Neil S.A. president candidate 





Cab” 


Hometown: Lancaster, Mass. 

Major: American Studies 

Minor: Accounting 

Hobbies: Golf, snowboarding, tennis 
Clubs/groups: O-leader, R.A., POW, LEAP 
S.A. Experience: Sophomore year: class 
president; junior year: E-board co-secretary 
of programming 

Favorite Alliot Food: Shrimp po’boy wrap 
Favorite TV show/movie: “Jeopardy!” & “Cash 


Lastest download/current iPod favorite: “Into 
the Wild” soundtrack 


Why should students vote for you? 


“I’m easy to talk to, and 
that’s a lot of what working in 
the Student Association is all 
about.” 





Do you have any specific goals at 
this point? 


Will continue to work on the 


- housing situation for under- 


classmen. Looks to improve a 
student lounge space by adding 
more to Eddie’s like a kitchen 


that clubs could use to cook 
and as a way to for food to be 
regularly available in the space. 

“We want to see students 
outside their rooms and utilizing 
campus,” O’Neil said. 

‘Will continue to work to 
make campus as green as pos- 
sible. Sees stainability as play- 
ing an important role in drawing 
prospective students. 

Wants to look into bringing 
the Zipcar car sharing program 
to campus. Sees the program 
as a way to deal with the park- 
ing issue On campus and as 
a way to appeal to potential 
students who live far away 
and would be without a car on 
campus. 


Is there anything you would like to 
see changed in the S.A.? 


Procedure and operations 
have been ingrained, this year 
was successful and it has gone 
smoothly. 

Thinks an S.A. newsletter or 
quarterly e-mail would help in- 
form students who do not go to 
S.A. meetings to stay better in- 
formed about what Is going on. 
Would like to see an increase 
the use of the S.A. Web site. 

“It’s there, it’s a great 
resource now, but it needs to 
be maintained frequently and 
updated. |’d like to get to a point 
where students check that for 
announcements.” 


If you could change one thing about 
St. Michael’s, what would it be? 


“| would change the stu- 
dents’ support behind athletics, 
because a lot of us saw how 
great it can be at the hockey 
games, and if we can get an 
energetic enthusiastic crowd 
at the basketball games or the 
soccer or lacrosse games, that 
would be fantastic, because it 
gets people excited and keeps 
them excited to be here,” O’Neil 
said. 

Enthusiasm toward St. 
Michael’s sports is not as large 
as it could be. 





Liam Danaher S.A. vice president candidate 























Studies 


ee justice po .--.: 


MOVE 


co-chair of special events 


Why should students vote for you? 


Knows a lot of students 
through his involvement in vari- 
ety of clubs. 


Gary Levante S.A. Vice President candidate 


Hometown: East Brookfield, Vt. 
Majors: Political science & American 


Minors: Religious studies & peace and 


Hobbies: The outdoors, good times, 
good friends and good conversation 
Clubs/groups: SGAC, Dream, POW, 
LEAP, Intramurals, rugby, tour guide, 


S.A. experience: Sophomore year: 
Class vice president; junior year: class 
president, S.A. programming committee 


Favorite Alliot Food: Omelettes at brunch 
Favorite TV show/movie: “Braveheart” & “The Notebook” 
Latest download/Current iPod favorite: Lil Wayne songs 





“By just not being type- 
cast in one area of campus and 
being able to be spread around 
and meet a lot of people, I’ve 
had the ability to talk to a lot of 


Hometown: Pittsfield, Mass. 

Major: History 

Minors: Political Science, Religious studies 
Hobbies: Running, skiing, watching movies 
Clubs/groups: Founders Society, tour guide, 
Nordic ski team, LEAP, MOVE 

S.A. Experience: Sophomore year: suites 

area president, chair of goodbye gala for the 
vanderHeydens; junior year: E-board secre- 
tary of student policy, campus improvement 


committee. 


Favorite Alliot food: Buffalo chicken wrap 
Favorite TV show/movie: “American Pie” movies 
Lastest download/current iPod favorite: Wyclef 


Jean 


Why should students vote for you? 


“Definitely number one is ex- 
perience. | have an experience 
here in everything,” Levante 
said. “Being on the E-board 
this year really taught me a lot 





about how to work with a team, 
and learn a little bit about each 
different aspect of the school 
from student life, from program- 
ming, how to put on events — 
what works and what doesn’t 
work. | feel like if | wasn’t on 


people about a lot of different 
things and hear what everyone 
cares about, not necessarily the 
same group of people all the 
time.” 


If elected do you have any specific 
goals at this point? 


Biggest goal is to open up 
the S.A. and E-board so that 
anyone, first-year through se- 
nior, is comfortable approach- 
ing S.A. officials to talk about 
issues. Will continue to look at 
the housing situation. 


Wants to increase interac- . 


tion between North and Main 
campus, like having the shuttle 
run later on weekends. 

Will continue to discuss 
the parking issue by a working 
group. Wants to create an un- 
derstanding of student’s rights 
in dealing with campus security 


the E-board this year | wouldn’t 
have been prepared to take 
on the position of S.A. vice- 
president.” 

Has worked on issues like 
housing and parking this year. 


If elected do you have any specific 
goals are this point? 


Will continue to address 
housing needs with the board 
of trustees, a dialogue that 
began this year. Another area is 
wireless internet on campus. 

“With the tuition raising, we 
are going to have some more 
money for some more projects 
and (wireless internet is) a big 
thing both from a prospective 
student standpoint and for a lot 
of students here,” Levante said. 

Has been working on swipe 
card building access with cur- 


and Colchester Police. 

Will work to continue 
energy awareness on campus 
with the light bulb initiative and 
inform students how to save 
energy. © 

As seen with the hockey 
team’s success, wants to get a 
regular fan bus going to Cairns 
Arena. 

Wants to establish a com- 
mittee of students to work on 
the spring concert and P-Day, 
not just S.A. members. Wants 
to survey students for spring 
concert ideas. Wants to work 
toward a swipe card system for 
building access and campus- 
wide wireless internet. 


Is there anything you would like to 
see changed in the S.A? 


“| want to make it a body 
that is involved with all facets of 


rent S.A. vice-president Mallory 
Wood, and will continue this 
project. Will further address the 
parking situation on campus. 
“I’ve been there this year 
working on all these things,” 
Levante said. “] have a re- 
ally good working relationship 
already with all the people in 
the administration, President 
Neuhauser, and the board of 
trustees.” 


‘Is there anything you would like to 


see changed in the S.A? 


Believes this year has been 
one of the most successful 
years for the S.A. 

“For me to be a part of that 
has taught me a lot, and | know 
what it’s going to take next year 
to make it just as successful, if 
not even more successful than 


campus and with every student 
on campus, and | want to open 
up some of the programs and 
some of the committees to all 
students,” 

Would like to have regular 
student polls to generate more 
student opinion on issues. 

Wants to increase commu- 
nication between S.A. represen- 
tatives to their constituents. 


If you could change one thing about 
St. Michael’s, what would it be? 


Biggest issue to address 
is to encourage more of the 
student body to attend S.A. 
meetings. Wants to make S.A. 
projects something that every- 
one in the student body has an 
input in. 


this year,” Levante said. 

Will work to open up 
communication with students 
and encourage them to bring 
concerns to the S.A. 


If you could change one thing about 
St. Michael’s what would it be? 


Top long-term priority 
is housing. Has looked into 
extended hours for Alliot and 
other campus locations for food 
to be available for students. 
Swipe cards, parking and wire- 
less Internet are most realistic 
to address next year. 


Reporting by Erik Wells 
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REPORT: Rising number of ethnic minority graduates 


Continued from Page 1 


The projected decline is not 
uncommon, Finnigan said. 

CoHeges and universities are 
discussing different ways to deal 
with the projected decline. At St. 
Michael’s, Jerry Flanagan, vice 
president for admission and en- 
rollment management, will give 
a presentation on the study, April 
SB: 
He believes faculty and staff 
should be aware of the projected 
decline, he said. 

“Our livelihood is to always 
work as trends in student enroll- 
ment change,” Flanagan said. “It 
is going to be a community effort 
to make St. Mike’s a stronger in- 
stitution.” 

The number of declining pub- 
lic high school graduates will be 
highest in the New England area, 
said Catharine Diamond, senior 
assistant director of admissions at 
the University of Vermont. 

“Where there are fewer and 
fewer graduates is where we get 
our applications from,” Diamond 
said. 

Both St. Michael’s and UVM 
are constructing different market- 
ing strategies for the upcoming 
years, Flanagan said. The decline 
will cause a demographic chal- 
lenge, Flanagan said. 

The institutions will have 
to work harder to reach out and 
market certain areas of the U.S. 
that they normally don’t receive 
applications from, Flanagan and 
Diamond said. 

UVM will work harder to 
maintain the number of students 
from Vermont, Diamond said. 

“Tt is going to be a real chal- 
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lenge for Vermont itself in that 
there is a low rate of students as- 
piring to go to college,” Diamond 
said.’-*We are going to have to 
keep the strong connection we 
have.” 

Diamond’s marketing strat- 
egy will include working on their 
traditional market. 

“We are going to have to woo 
students into picking UVM,” she 
said. 


SOCCER: Jean resigns 


Continued from Page 1 


First-year Ryan Horan came 
all the way from West Virginia to 
play for Jean. 

“T came to this school to play 
soccer because I knew how good 





“If we get a new coach 
who wants to win, we 
will be able to work 
hard.” 


Dustin Littleton, 
sophomore mid-fielder 


he was,” he said. “The timing is 
just off.” 

With five seniors returning 
for the 2008 season, co-captains 
Fraser Watson and Tim Warren 
will assume leadership responsi- 
bilities during the remainder of 
spring season. 

“We have more responsibili- 
ties, and Fraser and I have to keep 
the team from falling apart,” said 
Warren. 

The captains are doing their 
best to keep players together, and 
they want everyone to stay on the 
team, sophomore Dustin Littleton 
said. 


“If we get a new coach who 
wants to win, we will be able to 
work hard,” he said. 

Coming to St. Michael’s in 
2006,. Jean. received immedi- 
ate recognition. He was named 
the 2006 Northeast-10 Coach of 
the Year and helped the team to 
an 11-5-4 record during his first 
year. He also led them to the 
Northeast-10 Semifinals. 

Jean previously held coach- 
ing positions at Duquesne Uni- 
versity, Bowling Green State 
University and Illinois State Uni- 
versity. His playing experience 
came from Johnson State College 
in Johnson, Vt. After four years, 
he received numerous awards in- 
cluding the Bryan Wendel Award 
for his dedication to the program 
during his soccer career. 

As St. Michael’s begins the 
search for a head coach, Knortz 
said she appreciated the short 
time he was here and wishes him 
the best of luck in the future. 








Public high school graduation rate 


Graduation rates from public high schools from 1991-2008 and projected data (gray data) for 2008-2022. 
Rates have been increasing for nearly two decades, but are expected to decline after this year. 
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St. Michael’s will fix its mar- 
keting strategy to attract more 
students, Flanagan said. 

_ “Our most effective market- 
ing strategy is talking,” he said. 
“We are going to have to develop 
a plan which expands « our geog- 
raphy.” 

Academic standards of St. 
Michael’s could change, Flanagan 
said. Academic quality is always 
trying to be maximized, he said. 
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Diamond also. said that 


UVM’s academic standards may 
change if the decline harshly im- 
pacts their application pool. 
“Some students applying that 
are being waitlisted today, we'll 


- be begging them to come in the 


future,’ Diamond said. 

A major concern will be 
bringing in enough students to 
cover expenses and housing. The 
challenge is going to become 


2017-18 
2019-20 
2021-22 





greater if the number of appli- 
cants decreases, Flanagan said. 
“Tt is a challenge every year 
for us to bring in students to meet 
needs,” Flanagan said. | cam 
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Best Buddies looking for event participants: 


Who: Best Buddies 


What: Midnight Magness scavenger hunt and fundraiser. Register a tear and 
raise money by completing a pirate-themed scavenger hunt. The event benefit t 
Best Buddies International, an organization that supports those with intellectua 
disabilities. Go to www. themidnightmadness. com to register. a 


Where: After registering a team online, ek up the scavenger hunt list at Tarrant 
Center from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. on April 5. Return to Tarrant Center by 8 — 
p.m. with scavenger list complete. Awards will be announced at ne 


When: Saturday, April 5. 


Correction 





In the Campus Speaks section of the March 11 edi- 
tion, Adam Reczek’s quote was cut off. It should have 


appeared: “I think there are too many of my peers 
speaking out against it. It upsets me that there is not 
enough positive feedback.” 


Adam Reczek 
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Community garden project gets go-ahead 


Environmental Council and Green Up combine efforts for summer garden 


By Jon Wheeler 
Staff Writer 


The Environmental Council 
and Green Up SMC were recently 
given the go-ahead by the Student 
Association to start a community 
garden project this summer. 

The garden, which will be 
completely organic, will be lo- 
cated across the road from the 
Hoehl Welcome Center, next to 
the Winooski River. 

The 12,800 square foot gar- 
den will be divided into four 
sections. The first section will 
be individual plots for students, 
faculty and staff. The size of each 
plot will be determined by how 
many people want a spot, sopho- 
more Margaret Mahan, project 
coordinator, said. 

Anyone who is committed to 
keeping his or her plot clean can 
“rent” one, Mahan said. 

“Tt’s open to whoever wants 
one,” she said. “We’ll ask for a 
$20 donation or if you want to do- 
nate a tool or something.” 

Mahan and Dan Sandberg, 
a member of the Environmental 
Council and Green Up SMC, went 
before the Student Association 
on March 11 to propose the proj- 
ect. They were granted $921.17, 
the exact amount they asked for, 
Sandberg said. The money will 
go toward tools; fencing, a wheel- 
barrow, soil additives and seeds. 
Any excess money will be given 
back to the S.A., Sandberg said. 

“The garden space where 
I live is a quarter mile from my 
house so I figured I would use the 
one here and do some community 
service,” Sandberg said. 

The second section will be an 
Alliot plot. The dining hall will 
use vegetables grown for meals 
during the summer and fall. The 
Edmundites and students who 
stay on campus in the summer 
will be able to eat the homegrown 
vegetables, Mahan said. Food 
scraps from Alliot will be used as 
compost fertilizer. 

“Tt’s as local as you can get,” 
Sandberg said. “We’re not buy- 
ing our vegetables from Sysco 
if we’re growing our own in the 
summer and fall. We’re not ship- 
ping away our food scraps to 
landfills.” 

The last two plots will be 
communal sections. One plot will 
be devoted to vegetables such as 
lettuce, tomatoes and corn, and 
the other will be for vine veg- 
etables, both tended by Mahan. 
Students and other members of 
the St. Michael’s community are 
encouraged to come and help 
maintain it, Mahan said. 

“For what you do, you get to 
take some back,” she said. 

English professor Greg 
Delanty helped organize the En- 
vironmental Council. Supervi- 
sor for the project, he has worked 
closely with both Mahan and 
Sandberg. 

“It’s good to see all the fac- 
ulty, staff and students working 
together,” Delanty said. “Stu- 
dents are becoming very aware of 





” Photo by Mike Connors 


The compost pile, located across from the Hoehl Welcome Center on Vermont 15, will be used as fertilizer for 


the community garden this summer. 


global warming and how we are 
affecting the world, and a certain 
amount of students are taking re- 
sponsibility.” 

Grace Kelly, director of stu- 
dent activities helped Mahan 
make contacts to get the project 
started. 

“T think it’s a phenomenal 
idea.that there-is a student initia- 
tive,” Kelly said. “I’ll do whatev- 
er I can to support the effort.” 

Facilities is also playing a role 
in turning the community garden 
into a reality. Rick Battistoni, 
occupation environmental health 
coordinator, is involved with the 
project. 

Facilities will purchase ‘the 
materials for an irrigation sys- 
tem and a full size tiller to help 
cultivate the soil in the spring, 
Battistoni said. 


WHOLE WHEAT OR WHITE CRUST + TRADITIONAL OR GOURMET PIZZA 


“We all have our own gar- 
dens at home,” he said. “We just 
wanted to give her (Mahan) some 
advice.” 

Sandberg said they plan to 
ask Gardener’s Supply, a garden- 
ing store in Williston, to support 
the community garden project 
with donations or discounts. 


_ There will also be fund-raisers for 


the project this spring. 
“During Earth Week there 
is going to be a potluck dinner to 
benefit the garden,” Mahan said. 
Donations from the St. Mi- 
chael’s community are also ac- 
cepted, she said. 
During the presentation to 


the S.A., Sandberg said there | 


were concerns raised about the 
summer project as Vermont has a 
short growing season. 

“A lot of the growing sea- 














son is in the fall. Carrots, onions, 
squash, all that stuff comes in the 
fall,’ he said. “Margaret and I 
had a vegetable plot last year, and 
we were still pulling vegetables in 
late October.” 

The school is taking a step in 
the right direction with this proj- 
ect, but also there are other col- 
leges that are more environmen- 
tally progressive, Sandberg said. 





“Green Mountain College 
has a very large farm that is a 
large part of the community,” he 
said. “Students are required to 
work there.” 

Middlebury College also 
hires students to work at the or- 
ganic garden on its campus, he 
said. 

Yet Sandberg is happy with 
the results thus far, he said. 

“It’s the mark of a really 
progressive school that you have 
this,” he said. “It’s keeping it lo- 
cal. Carbon emissions will be 
less.” 

Delanty shared similar feel- 
ings about the project’s potential. 

“It makes people aware of 
how we’re dependent on the natu- 
ral earth and how we’re connect- 
ed to it,” he said. “It’s part of our 
education.” 

Mahan said the gardens will 
benefit everyone involved. 

“IT think it can strengthen 
the whole community,” she said. 
“We can go just across the street 
instead of driving somewhere to 
help the environment.” 


“Garden at ata Glance . 


> Project was given $921.17 by the S.A. on March 11. 

__ > Garden will be 12,800 square feet _ 

__ P Located across from Hoeh! welnone center on Vermont 15 

_P Plots are available fora$20 donation = 
> Some vegetables grown will be served in the Green Mountain Din- 











_ ing Hall over the summer — 


> Compost from Green Mountain Dining Hall will be used to fertilize 


_the ee 










LEONARDO'S BASICS MEDIUM LARGE LEONARDO'S TOPPINGS MED. $1.50ca LG. $1.75ea 
Tomato Sauce & Cheese $10.30 $12.90 Ralian Pepperoni Freshly Sliced Green Peppers 
Garlic Sauce & Cheese $10.30 $12.90 Hot Italian Sausage Marinated Sun Dried Tomatoes 
Pesto Nut Sauce & Cheese $10.30 $12.90 Fresh Ground Western Beef Sliced Jalapeno Peppers 
Thai Peanut Sauce & Cheese $10.30 $12.90 Cob Smoked Bacon Roasted Red Peppers 
Regular Crust — a i $10,30 $12.90 Marinated Chicken Breast Freshly Chopped Garlic 
Extra Thin Crust “nee Blces $10.30 $12.90 New England Baked Ham California Black Olives 
Extra Thick Crust Sarg oe $10.30 $12.90 Anchovy Filets Sweet Hawaiian Pineapple 
LEONARDO'S: “ae / Mg GELIVERY ZONES! Fresh Plum Tomatoes Marinated Artichoke Hearts 
+A LOCAL VERMONT COMPANY hae (SO. BURLINGTON srl Mand os — Sesccecle Sete 
* SUPPORTS FRESH VERMONT PRODUCTS (ume do Eat) 810) - Fresh Green Spinach Herbal Soy Cheese 
© USES VI PART-SKIM MOZZARELLA CHEESE FF BURLINGTON Ve Cru p Freshly Sliced Eggplant Grated Parmesan Cheese 
» USES VERMONT'S KING ARTHUR FLOUR  Eiieeeledd RAZ CASA Freshly Sliced Red Onions _‘Flavorful Four Cheese Blend 


TRADITIONAL FAVORITES MED. $13.80 LG. $16.90 7 GOURMET FAVORITES MED. 513.80 LG. $16.90 7 VEGETARIAN FAVORITES MED. $13.80 LG. $16.90 


Four Cheese Fusion 
4Fresh Garlic Sauce, Fresh Green Spinach, Fresh Plum Tomatoes with 
Mozzarella, Cheddar, Parmesan & Gorgonzola Cheeses 


2. Fresh Mushroom Fiorentine 


1. Classic Pepperoni Deluxe 


asi] Pesto Chicken 
itallan Pepperoni, New England Baked Ham, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Sasi Pesto Nut Sauce, Marinated Chicken Breast, Roasted Red Peppers, 
Sun Dried Tomatoes, Freshly Sliced Red Onions with Gorgonzola Cheese 


Green Peppers & White Mushrooms 





2. Meat Lover's Revenge 
Italian Pepperoni, Hot italian Sausage, Ground Western Beef & New 
England Baked Ham 

3. Hawaiian Island Delight 
New England Baked Ham, Cob Smoked Bacon, Freshly Cut Broccoli & 
Sweet Hawaiian Pineapple 

as Hot Buffalo Chicken 
ty Tomato Texas Hot Sauce, Spicy Chicken Breast, Freshly Sliced 

Red Onions with Mozzarella & Gorgonzola Cheeses 

5. Louisiana Cajun Creation 
Hot Italian Sausage, Fresh Green Spinach, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, 
Fresh Plum Tomatoes & Cajun Spices 

6. Roasted Chicken BBQ 
Marinated Chicken Breast, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, White 
Mushrooms, Roasted Red Peppers & Barbecue Satice 


LEONARDO'S WORKS MED. $14.80 LG. $18.90 


italian Pepperoni, New England Baked Ham, Hot italian Sausage, Freshly Cut 
Broccoli, White Mushrooms, Red Onions, Green Peppers & California Black Olives 


“FRESH ROASTED” CHICKEN WINGS 
SINGLE (12) DOUBLE (24) DOUBLE/DOUBLE (48) 


. $7.00 . . $13.00 . . . . $25.00 


S200 


ANY LARGE HAND MADE PIZZA 


$0. BURLINGTON NO OTHER COUPONS APPLY 
951-9000 EXPIRES 12/21/2008 


Regular/Hot. . 





BURLINGTON 
862-7700 


FREE DELIVERY ¢- MC/VISA 


,Fennel Sausage Gourmet 


ierecn Garlic Sauce, Hot italian Fennel Sausags, Freshly Sticed Red 


Onions, Fresh Green Spinach with Gorgonzola Cheese 
Coconut Curry Chicken 


Be £00 


Byatresh Garlic Sauce, Curried Chicken Breast, Sweet Coconut Flakes, 


Freshly Sliced Red Onions & Fresh Plum Tomatoes 


4. Classic Chicken Cordon Bleu 
Fresh Garlic Sauce, Marinated Chicken Breast, New England Baked Ham, 
Fresh Grean Spinach, Freshly Sliced Red Onions with Biendad Cheeses 


5. Marinated Chicken Parmesan 
Marinated Chicken Breast, Freshly Cut Broccoli, Frashly Sliced Red 
Onions, Fresh Plum Tomatoes & Grated Parmesan Cheese 


6. Asian Thai Chicken 
Marinated Chicken Breast with Thai Peanut Sauce, Freshly Sliced White 
Mushrooms, Red Onions, Green Bell Peppers & Cut Broccoli 


COPEPSI ONE LITER $2.00 
Pepsi + Diet Pepsi + Mountain Dew * Ginger Ale + Aquafina 


FRESH SALADS 


Cheesy GARDEN GREEK 
$4.00 $5.60 $6.00 


fp be ef aor era Bl mt oe Ba 


$1800 . | 


a te Maencap tis 
TWO MEDIUM, TWO-TOPPING PIZZAS 
ey NO OTHER COUPONS APPLY Sun neron 


BREADSTICKS 


Garlic 
$3.00 


“EXPIRES 12/31/2008 





¢ FREE DELIVERY « MC/VISA 


Frashly Chopped Garlic, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, White Mushrooms, 
Plum Tomatoes, Green Spinach & California Biack Olives 

3. Exotic Greek Isiand 
Freshly Chopped Garlic, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Green Spinach, 
Plum Tomatoes & California Black Olives with Grook Feta Cheese 

4, Santa Fe Hot Mexican Fiesta 
Fresh Tomato Salsa, Black Beans, Freshly Sliced Red Onions, Fresh Plun| 
Tomatoes, Sliced Jalapeno Peppers, California Black Olives & Sour C 

5. Gorgonzola Gourmet 
Frash Garlic Sauce, Green Spinach, Plum Tomatoes, Marinated 
Artichoke Hearts with Gorgonzola Cheese 

6. Asian Thai Vegetarian 
Thai Peanut Sauce, Freshly Sliced White Mushrooms, Red Onions, 
Green Bell Peppers, Cut Broccoli & Fresh Plum Tomatoes 


VEGETARIAN WORKS MED. $13.80 LG. $16.90 
Freshly Cut Spinach, Broccoli, White Mushrooms, Green Peppers, Red Onions. 
Plurn Tomatoes & California Black Ollves 


THE PARTY PAK» SERVES 10 $40.00 


2 Large One Topping Pizzas 
1 Double Order Wings * 2 Orders Cheesy Bread 


$2100 











| lan caep Sy 


TWO LARGE, ONE-TOPPING PIZZAS 
SO. BURLINGTON NOLOTHER COUPONS APPLY BURLINGTON 
951-9000 EXPIRES 12/31/2008 862-7700 


¢ FREE DELIVERY 
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Trading in beaches for boroughs 


Students seeking an alternative spring break volunteer to help aid the homeless and less fortunate 


By Kate Reynolds 
Staff Writer 


While some college students 
flocked to warm destinations for 
spring break, seven members 
of the St. Michael’s community 
traded in the crowded beaches for 
the crowded streets of New York. 

Six students and the.leader, 
Chris Maloney, a residential di- 
rector, traveled to the city on a 
MOVE service learning trip. 

The trip members spent a ma- 
jority of their time at the Covenant 
House, a Catholic based shelter 
for homeless who need a place to 
stay, Maloney said. 

“Tf you have no place to go- 
this is where you go,” he said. 

The Covenant House, in 
Manhattan, is the nation’s largest 
adolescent care agency. It serves 
over 7,000 youths, many are 
homeless, runaways or at-risk, its 
Web site stated. 

“The youth I worked with at 
Covenant House were my age,” 
said junior Eric Jackson “I was 
surprised how much they were 
just like me and my friends.” 

Trip members spent most 
of their time at Covenant House, 
but also volunteered in two other 
borough of New York, Maloney 
said. 

“In the mornings we went to 
HandCrafting Justice in Queens 
which is a fair trade market,” 
Maloney said. “They sell prod- 








Photo by Chris Maloney 


Service trip members from left to right, Laura Wesley, Brielle Domings, 
Shannon St.Pierre, Bill DeGrush, Jenn Strashnick, Eric Jackson. 


ucts from struggling cultures to 
Americans, and they then return 
the profits to these people.” 


The group’s afternoons were . 


spent at the Mercy Center’s af- 
ter school program in the Bronx. 
There they helped children with 
homework and enrichment activi- 
ties, he said. 

Jackson had a chance to pick 
up a group of kids at their school, 
St. Pius, which was in the process 
of being shut down despite pro- 
testing, he said. - 

“The school was so dirty and 
dark, the cafeteria was also the 
auditorium and it was all a sub- 


level below: the: street,’ Jackson 


said. “The kids were poor, the 
teachers were overworked, it was 
depressing.” 

Despite the dismal atmo- 


sphere, Jackson found that many . 


people were extremely kind and 


resilient, he said. 

During the activities the St. 
Michael’s students did with the 
youths, friendships were formed, 
-Jackson said. Whether it was 
a seminar on relationships or a 
game of Uno, interaction with the 
students was important, he said. 

Jackson got a chance to get 
to know a Puerto Rican male from 
Covenant House, who cannot be 
named because of confidentiality 
‘reasons, he said. 

“(One night) he came in from 
(check-in), it looked like he had 
been beaten up,” Jackson said. 
“His face was all bloody from 
what looked like a rough fight.” 

The boy as one of the nicest 
and kindest people he has ever 
met, Jackson said. He did not 


seem like a violent person, Jack-_ 


son said. 
“T felt bad he was in a situa- 


tion that he did not deserve to be 
in,” Jackson said. 

Jason Moore, assistant direc- 
tor of MOVE, planned the event 
and said the goal of service trips 
is for students to see what other 
kids are struggling with. 

“Many folks (from St. Mi- 
chael’s) come from middle to 
upper middle class backgrounds, 
it is largely ethnically white,” 
Moore said. “It is our goal for stu- 
dents to be introduced to issues 
and problems they did not see 
growing up.” 

Whether it is immigration, 
gang violence, homelessness, the 
poor, seeing it firsthand or learn- 
ing about it in class is important, 
he said. 

“We had about 100 students 
participating, every service trip 
was full and there was a waiting 
list of over 40 students,’ Moore 
said. 

For junior Bill DeGrush this 
was his second service trip at St. 
Michael’s. . 

“T think it’s a good thing,” 
DeGrush said. “I made friend- 
ships and bonded with people 
there.” 

The service trip also helped 
him explore possible career op- 
tions. said DeGrush. 


“J want to work for a volun: © 


teer agency or an NGO and work- 
ing for the homeless shelter and 


helping others I got more experi- 


ence for my future,” he said. 


Students on the trip encoun- 
tered different types of people and 


~ situations, Jackson said. Among 


these types were different races 
and ethnicities, homosexuals and 
transsexuals, he said. 

He saw a lot of struggling 
immigrants while on the trip, he 
said. 

“These kids came across 
the border in their parents arms, 
they had no choice, all they have 
ever known is American culture,” 
Jackson said. “Yet, they cannot 
get jobs because they aren’t citi- 
zens, so the government wants 
to deport them back to a country 
they have never known.” 


The issue is complex, Jack- 


son said. If the illegal immigrant 
mother had been pregnant and 
had given birth to the child on 


American soil, they would have © 


more rights and opportunities, he 
said. It is because they were car- 
ried across the border that they 
are struggling, Jackson said. 
“They are just American 
kids,” he said. ; 
Jackson decided to go on this 
trip instead of spending a week 
sitting around, and it was a week 


_ well spent, he said. 


After leaving hustle of the 
city, Jackson still has memories 


from the trip, he said. 
“Overall I learned that being 


homeless is not always someone’s - 


fault,” Jackson said. > 4+ 


Vermont drinking age still a heated debate 


By Kate Lanza 
Staff Writer 


Since 2005, the state of Ver- 


mont has debated lowering the 
drinking age to 18 years old. 

The debate began when State 
Rep. Richard Marron proposed a 
bill to change the law. Although 
the bill was never passed, the top- 
ic remains prevalent in the state. 

John McCardell, former 
president of Middlebury College 
is the director of a non-profit or- 
ganization, Choose Responsibili- 
ty, which advocates for a lowering 
of the drinking age. The group’s 
mission is to “promote informed 
public debate and support a fresh 
approach to the problem of reck- 
less and excessive drinking, espe- 
cially by young people,” its Web 
site stated. 

The drinking age is an 
abridgement of the age of major- 
ity and that lowering the drinking 
would be more beneficial, Mc- 
Cardell said. People do drink who 
aren’t 21, but it remains an under- 
ground fact that people refuse to 
acknowledge, he said. 

“Are we a nation of lawbreak- 
ers or is this a bad law?” he said. 

Whether or not this drinking 
age is actually effective is a public 
decision, McCardell said.. Chang- 
ing the drinking law that was in- 
stituted in 1984 will similarly be a 
public decision, he said. 

' “It’s not an age problem, it’s 


a societal problem,’ McCardell 
said. 

The 21 drinking age is seen 
as a form of age discrimination to 
some, he said. The drinking age 
is.out of the equal protection of 
laws, where legal status is com- 
monly 18, for purchasing tobacco, 
voting, enlisting in the military or 
buying a lottery ticket, McCardell 
said. 

Sophomore Kathleen Kreiner 
said she agrees with lowering the 
drinking age because she is not 
21, but is hesitant to support her 
decision, she said. 

“If you think about it, what 
would we be doing? Young, col- 
lege-aged kids, we would all just 
go crazy,” she said. “I don’t know 
how I feel about the whole ‘if 
you have the privilege, you won’t 
abuse it’ notion.” ; 

McCardell said that if 
18-year-olds were allowed to 
drink while they weren’t in col- 
lege, their parents would be able 
to set higher standards of matu- 
rity at a younger age. 

Lowering the drinking age 
would negatively affect the envi- 
ronment of a campus community 
like St. Michael’s, said Lt. John 
Flannigan, of the Vermont State 
Police. 

If the drinking age is lowered 
to 18, most students on campus 
would be legal to drink, but there 
would always be a percentage of 
students who could not, he said. 


This law would create a trickle- 
down effect. where a younger 
age group will look to get access 
to alcohol, not just in college, in | 
high school, Flannigan said. 


“I hate to use that phrase | 


but, we’ve been there, we’ve 
done that,” he said. 

The drinking age is 21 be- 
cause by this age most people 
are toward the end of their edu- 
cation and are responsible, Flan- 
nigan said. 

“The adolescent brain. is 
still developing, and the abuse 
of alcohol enables long-term ef- 
fects and damage,” Flannigan 
said. “If this can be prevented, 
then why not try?” : 

Sophomore Emily Rabe, a 
psychology major, has had time 


to study the brain’s development, - 


she said. 

“Kids from age 15-21 have 
this idea that they are invincible, 
and that nothing bad will hap- 
pen to them,” Rabe said. “By the 
time they are 18, they could have 
only had their license a maximum 
of two years, and they still need 
more time to be responsible driv- 
ing let alone drinking and driv- 
ing.” 

McCardell and Flannigan 
will be speaking at a panel dis- 
cussion at St. Michael’s about 
underage drinking in fall 2008. 
Each will present his viewpoint 
on the topic. 

In the 20-plus years since the 





Photo by Mike Connors 


legal drinking age has been raised 
in Vermont there has been a sig- 
nificant decline in the number of 
motor vehicle fatalities, not just in 
youth, but in all age groups, Flan- 
nigan said. 

Junior Thomas Wright, a po- 
litical science major has learned 
in his classes about the reasons 
behind the drinking age. Most 
people do not know that the pow- 
er to raise or lower the drinking 
age is in-the hands of individual 
states, he said. 

“The drinking age can be 
controlled by state laws, but if 
Vermont decided to lower the 
drinking age to 18, it will lose 
a great deal of federal funding 
like to maintain the highways,” 
Wright said. 

The state would not be given 


grants if it lowered the drinking 
age because of the increased risk 
of drunk driving, Wright said. 
This is a demonstration of checks 
and balances on state and federal 
functions, a sort of bribe by the 
government, he said. 

Alcohol 
campuses will be excessive if 
the drinking age is lowered, said 
Robert Vallie, the investigating 
officer of St. Michael’s Depart- 
ment of Safety and Security. 

“Whatever age it is, there 
will still be a violation,” he said. - 

This school year, alcohol 
offenses were lower than most 
years, but the number of DUIs on 
campus was greater, Vallie said. 

Peter Soons, director of Safe- 
ty and Security did not respond 
to several phone calls inquiring 
about the number of alcohol in- 
fractions that took place on cam- 
pus this agademic year. 

Although some students fa- 
vor the change in the drinking 
age, others like junior Marissa 
Deegan, 21, don’t think that lower 
the drinking age would change 
anything. 

“The legal age only makes it 
more convenient for students to 
drink because they can buy, but 
that doesn’t mean that underage 
kids won’t get access to alcohol,” 
she said. 
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PHOTO OF THE WEEK | Smokin’ set of wheels 


Recruiting diversity 
dvocates of increasing diversity on campus may be 
in luck: a recent survey projected that in upcoming 
years, although fewer students will graduate from 

high school, more of them will be non-white (see Page 1). 

The Western Interstate Commission for Higher Edu- 
cation’s report, “Knocking at the College Door,” said that 
Vermont public high schools will graduate more diverse 
students. This demographic shift will give St. Michael’s a 

chance to recruit multicultural students and increase diver- 

sity on this all-too-white campus. ies 

Will we finally see a change? 

The Diversity Working Group committees meet regu- 
larly to address the diversity problem. Spurred by The 
Defender’s coverage of the campus’ lack of diversity, the 
group’s formation shows that students, faculty and staff take 
this issue seriously. 

The Diversity Coalition and MLK Society sponsored an 
entire Diversity Awareness Week last month and have con- 
tinual guest speakers and other programs. This Thursday, Photo by Mike Connors 
April 3, the working group will have its first discussion table St. Michael’s firefighters extinguish a burning minivan during a demonstration on North Campus 
in Alliot durin: g fonch on Saturday, March 29. To see the flames in color, check out The Defender Online at http://www. 

smcvt.edu/defender. 

But what about the people who send out acceptance let- ; 
ters? Will the Office of Admission take this demographic 
shift seriously? 

_ Although the diversity groups will make the college 

more appealing to multicultural students, it is ultimately up 

to admissions to recruit and accept them. 

Ninety-five percent of St. Michael’s students are white, 
and 79 percent are from New England, according to admis- 
sions data reported in The Defender. In order to increase 
diversity here, the college needs to expand its recruitment 
efforts geographically to more ethnically diverse areas. 

Having fewer but more diverse applicants would solve 

two of the college’s major problems: lack of housing and of 

ethnic diversity. If this trend continues as reported — and 
the college takes advantage of it — St. Michael’s could make 
some positive changes for its students. ; 

As professor Patricia Delaney said in the March 4 issue 
of The Defender, the world is not mostly white even though 
St. Michael’s is. Students should be prepared for this. 

Ethnic diversity would allow students to learn about dif- 
ferent world views, religious backgrounds, cultures and cus- 
toms that aren’t found in New England. St. Michael’s prides 
itself on its strong sense of community, but what’s interest- 
ing about this community if we’re 95 percent the same? 

The college should prepare marketing strategies to re- 
cruit multicultural students from around the United States. 
Just because St. Michael’s is in the nation’s whitest state 
doesn’t mean it should resemble it. 


— Courtney Lamdin 
executive editor 
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DEFENDER | Sac 
STATEMENT 

As the editorial staff of The Defender, the student-run news- 
paper of St. Michael’s College, we strive to accurately, profession- 
ally and ethically report the news affecting the lives of students 
and the community. 

The Defender is a designated public forum. Student editors 
make all content decisions. We believe in the freedom of-expres- 
sion. We encourage our readers to express their views at any 
time. 

The Defender publishes letters to the editor in response to ar- 
ticles that we have printed in the paper and issues on campus. The 
Defender does not publish anonymous letters. Letters will be edit- 
ed only for grammar, spelling, good taste, and sometimes length. 
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By Roni Reino 
Features Editor 


LIBRA: (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 


Having trouble finding a birthday gift? Give a gift that 
gives back. Visit www.heifer.org and send a goat to Kenya 
in the name of a friend. 


SCORPIO: (oct. 23-Nov. 21) 





Spring is here. Well, almost. Leave the heavy jacket in the 
closet and sport a lighter one. The snow will be gone soon. 





Photo by Mike Connors 
Sophomore Lauren Levy (from left), junior Lesley Restuccia and first-year Sarah Manty try hula hooping in ~ 
the Alliot Student Center for monopoly money during Friday Knight Dry. 


SAGITTARIUS: (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) : ; ; 
Students earn ‘money’ for staying sober 


Exercise your brain this week. Take a glance at the cross- 


word and see how well you do. Hint: Monday is the easi- 
est. “s 


CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 


Avoid the hype this week and go see “Paranoid Park” at 
the Roxy. Just because “Drillbit Taylor” has Owen Wilson 


in it doesn’t mean it’s going to be the better choice. 


AQUARIUS: (ian. 20-Feb“18) 


Mr. Manners called. Stop being so harsh on your friends. 
They’re stressed out too. 


PISCES: (Feb. 19-March 20) 


Start charging your cellphone more often. At one a.m. 
when you need to call a cab or a late night delivery, you'll 
be wishing it wasn’t dead. 


ARIES: (March 21-April 19) 


It’s birthday party time. Just make sure that you have 
enough energy to party well into the night. 


TAURUS: (April 20-May 20) 
The big concert is this weekend. Make sure to keep your 
ticket somewhere you that you won’t lose it. You don’t 


want to be searching through your desk five minutes be- 
fore it starts. 


GEMINI: (May 21-June 20) 


Take up jump roping. You can feel like a kid again and 
stay fit. 


CANCER: (June 21-July 22) 


Someone has a secret and they’re not saying anything. 
Stop being so sneaky and tell it already. 


LEO: (July 23-Aug. 22) 


Be prepared for March Madness. The Final Four is this 
weekend, so go to the store and stock up on snacks. 


VIRGO: (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
Don’t worry about those dreams you’ve been having of a 


certain someone. The things you do when you are asleep 
have no effect on your real life. 


Friday Knight Dry offers students an alternative to drinking 


By Christina McClay 


‘ 














Friday, March 28, Residence 
Life and clubs ran Friday Knight 
Dry, an evening of activities on 
campus as an alternate to drink- 
ing. 

For the first time in five 
years, Friday Knight Dry was 
brought to campus and this year 
Jeff Vincent, associate director 
of Residence Life, worked with 
groups to put-on an alcohol-free 
evening. 

Groups provided activities 
for Friday Knight Dry, Vincent 
said. All resident assistants and 
resident directors were asked 
to help. Groups and clubs that 
helped out included the Found- 
ers Society, the Diversity Coali- 
tion, and the French Club. Health 
services and Security officers 
helped, also. 

Students were given mul- 
ticolored paper money for par- 


ticipating in activities through- | 


out the night, Vincent said. At 
midnight, an auction began in 
the Alliot Student Center where 
students could bid on prizes with 
their money, he said. 

“There’s going to be a real 
life auctioneer and $2000 worth 
of prizes,” Vincent said. 

There were about 50 prizes 
to be auctioned off, Lou Dimasi, 
director of Residence Life said. 
These included Vera Bradley 
purses, a chocolate fondue set, 
iPods and movie packs. 

“Tt’s almost like a carnival of 
activities, and that’s the concept 
that says ‘hey be dry and come 
have fun’,” Dimasi said. 

Residence Life members 
served pizza and snacks in the 
Green Mountain Dining Hall 
from 10 p.m. until the end of the 
evening. 

The idea was to provide stu- 
dents with a different social feel- 
ing on a Friday night and meet 
new people, Vincent said. 

“We have a lot of people 
helping out so we wanted to do 
it big this year so its fun and 
people will remember it for next 
year and maybe it becomes a tra- 


dition again,” Vincent said. © 

“All of those organizations 
are funding it and prize money 
came from Res Life and the alco- 
hol task force,” Vincent said. 

There were about 30 pro- 
grams offered in_ residential 
halls, Vincent said. , 

In the Alumni Hall base- 
ment, students could enjoy a late 
night breakfast of pancakes and 
bacon while listening to perfor- 
mances at Turtle Underground. 

“There were many bands 
featured there, like Tom Cadrin 
and a band called Entropy,” 
Alumni Hall R.A. Colby Salerno 
said. 

Between scheduled perfor- 
mances, students could partake 
in an open mic and rock out, he 
said. 

First-year Eliza Giroux par- 
ticipated in the hallway bowling, 
shaving cream slip and slide and 
tie-dying in Lyons Hall, she said. 
She also did roommate trivia in 


Ryan Hall. 

“My friends and I are pool- 
ing our money together to have 
a large amount for the auction,” 
she said. foe 

Senior Owen Glubiak said 
that he was surprised by the ac- 
tual turn out of the night. He said 
there was jeopardy in Canterbury 
Hall’s great room and it was fun 
to have something to do. 

The night ended with a 
shower of paper money thrown 
from the second level. of the 
Alliot Student Center imto the 
foyer for students to.collect more 
cash before the auction started. 

- “It’s part of our responsibil- 
ity to give people options, and 
fun things to do beyond drink- 
ing,” said Moise St. Louis, direc- 
tor of Multicultural Student Af- 
fairs. “There are many kids on 


campus that don’t do that, so it’s . 


good that we give them alterna- 
tives.” 
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Mariah Dukeshire cuts pies in half for a pie eating contest in Cashman 


Hall on Friday, March 28. 





Participants walk around an outlined track in the Ross Sports Center, 


Parent of Vermont. 
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Saturday, March 29. Walkers collected colored beads for each lap they walked and money raised went to Parent to 


Students and families walk for a cause 


St. Michael’s hosts second annual event for Parent to Parent of Vermont 


By Tyler Machado 
Staff Writer 


The Ross Sports Center was a vibrant 
scene of music, movement and color last 
Saturday as MOVE hosted the second an- 
nual Parent to Parent Walk-a-thon. 

The event, organized in part by 
MOVE, raised an estimated $10,000 for 
Parent to Parent of Vermont, a non-profit 
organization that supports families of chil- 
dren with special needs all over the state, 


said junior Mike Stefanowicz, one of the 


event coordinators. 

This year’s event included food, en- 
tertainment and activities for participants. 
Students and families gathered around ta- 
bles which were set up in the middle of the 
walking track. Walkers collected a colored 
plastic bead from a bowl after every lap to 
track their progress. Participants were not 
required to walk any certain amount of 
time. - 

Activities included arts and crafts sta- 
tions, face painting, and a Dance Dance 





Revolution game set up in the corner of the 
gym. Live music was performed by St. Mi- 
chael’s students and community members 
throughout the afternoon. 

The walk-a-thon started last year as an 
event proposed by students, Stefanowicz 
said. 

“It’s a really fun, energetic atmo- 
sphere,” Stefanowicz said. 

Last year’s walk-a-thon raised $16,000 
for Parent to Parent of Vermont. $8,000 
was raised by students, and the Medicaid 
program matched it, Stefanowicz said. 

Julie Arel, executive director of Parent 


-to Parent said it was a student-driven and 


student-executed event, which she praised. 

“Last year we were just overwhelmed 
by the response of students,” Arel said. 
“There is such a level of civic engagement 
with the community at large...that open- 
mindedness and generosity in spirit has re- 
ally astounded me.” 

The Medicaid grant allowed all the 
money raised at the walk-a-thon to go di- 
rectly to Parent to Parent’s support pro- 
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Junior Kylie Edwards plays a bean bag toss game with a child at the walk-a-thon. 


grams, Arel said. 

The organization’s main purpose is to 
help families of children with special needs 
by offering information and resources and 
fostering a sense of community, Arel said. 

“What Parent to Parent is all about is 
creating community for families with chil- 
dren with special needs,” Arel said. “It’s 
often very hard to find somebody who can 
understand and empathize with the very 
specific issues you’re dealing with.” 

Parent to Parent also provides fund- 
ing for families to attend conferences that 
they otherwise wouldn’t be able to afford. 
It works with the University of Vermont to 
educate physicians training in special edu- 
cation and family centered care, Arel said. 

One family Parent to Parent was able 
to support was Mary Morton’s, who said 
she was able to go to conferences thanks to 
Parent to Parent’s grants. 

“J think this is wonderful,” she,said of 
the walk-a-thon, seated at a balloon-deco- 
rated table. 

A team of students who met every 


week since September organized the event, - 


said education professor Mary Beth. Doyle 
and Parent to Parent’s board member. 

Doyle joined the board of directors 
after a friend’s daughter was diagnosed 
with Pfeiffer syndrome, a genetic disorder 
which affects skull growth, she said. 

The idea for the walk-a-thon was cre- 
ated by Doyle and her students, she said. 

Last year, the walk-a-thon conflicted 
with other events, including the Presiden- 
tial Gala for outgoing president Mare van- 
derHeyden and the MLK Society Talent 
Show, Stefanowicz said. 

“April is a pretty packed month, so we 
stayed out of April,” he said. 

This year’s walk-a-thon ran from 2 
p.m. to 8 p.m., to attract more families in- 
volved with Parent to Parent that could not 
go to the all-night event last year, he said. 

“The best part is seeing college stu- 


dents interacting with the families,” Ste- 
fanowicz said. “We decided to make it an 
all day event to include families.” 

Another goal of the walk-a-thon was 
to attract students from other colleges in 
the state, Doyle said. She said that teams 
from the UVM, Green Mountain College 
and Johnson State College came to this 
year’s event. : 

The walk-a-thon helped promote Par- 
ent to Parent in the greater area commu- 
nity, Arel said. 

“People that wouldn’t have heard about 
us ended up-hearing about us because of 
this,” Arel said. 

That trend continued into this year’s 
event to an even greater extent. 

“Today is terrific, we’ve had a huge 
community turnout,” Doyle said. 





Photo by Ali Destrempe 
Junior Jenny Wise makes a balloon animal 
at the Parent to Parent Walk-a-thon in the 
Ross Sports Center, Saturday, March 29. 
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SPEAKS 


you want te de when all the 
snow melts? 


“Rock climb.” 


Mark Petersen, ’09 


“Hang out with Daddy 
McSherry.” 


Tim Williamson, ’08 (with Colin 
McSherry, ’08, right) 


“Lay out on the grass.” 


Liz Reid, ’11 


“Go rollerblading.” 


Katie Murphy, ’11 


“Lay in the sun.” 


Christiana Bromberg, 10 


“Let’s all go to North Beach.” 


Craig Carey, ’08 


“Roll around on the grass.” 


Rondel-Ward, 1.14. 


“Go to the beach.” 


Amie Lank, ’10 














Afghanistan conflict 
not forgotten at home 


Vermonters cope with soldiers’ absence, send blankets overseas 


By Andrew Kuzmin 
Staff Writer 


Some Americans have for- 
gotten the men and women in 
Afghanistan, while for others, 
it is on their minds daily. 

Russell Sabens, a mechanic 


working for St. Michael’s facili- 


ties, joined the National Guard 
when he was 17, he said. 

“One of my wife’s friends 
was in. the Guard and intro- 
duced me to it,” Russell said. 

Russell’s wife, Laurie, also 
works at St. Michael’s, in cam- 
pus ministry. 

When Laurie found out 
that Russell would be deployed 


to Afghanistan, she was afraid — 


for both of them, she said. 

The Sabens had just pur- 
chased their first home three 
years ago and she didn’t know 
how she was going to be able 
to take care of it all by herself, 
Laurie said. 

Before being deployed into 
the Middle East, he had never 
left the United States on an as- 


signment, Russell-said.- »—--=+« 


After 9/11, Russell was 
deployed to the Burlington Air- 
port for nine months of airport 
security duty, he said. 

“He and other soldiers 
checked the incoming cars 
and patrolled the entire airport 


- grounds,” Laurie said. “That 


was okay with me because at 
least he was close to home.” 

In July 2005, Russell was 
assigned to Fort Huachuca, 
Ariz. to begin training for his 
new job as‘an intelligence ana- 
lyst, Laurie said. 

“Arizona wasn’t _ bad,” 
Russell said. “That was four 
months.” 

Russell returned home 
from Arizona on Oct. 1, 2005. 
He was home for just about two 
months when he was redeployed 
to Charlottesville, Va. to work 
at the National Ground Intelli- 
gence Center, Laurie said. 

Russell returned home 
from Virginia the following 
June and was deployed to Af- 
ghanistan four months later, 
Laurie said. 

“At this stage in the game, 
I knew the missions were com- 
ing,” Russell said. “I was men- 
tally prepared.” 

Russell was to be deployed 
to Afghanistan on Oct. 9, 2006, 
Laurie said. 

There were times when 
Laurie thought Russell would 
be deployed to Afghanistan, but 
he would always transfer out of 
that division, she said. 

In Afghanistan, Russell 
was a company first sergeant, 
he said, f 

Russell was an administra- 
tive human resources person 
dealing with training soldiers, 
pay issues and supervision, he 


said. ji 
While Russell was away, 
Laurie had to change her nor- 
mal routine, she said. 

“Before Russell leftthough, 
he and I went through the entire 
house with a note pad and pen 
and I took notes on everything 
he told me to do if something 
should happen,” Laurie said. 

Luckily, Laurie had family 
close by to help her with tasks 
around the house, she said. — 

“I have four brothers and a 
brother-in-law who live within 
a 25 mile radius,” she said, “I 
always had someone to help 
me mow the lawn every two 
weeks.” ; 

Everyone at St. Michael’s 
facilities was helpful as well, 
she said. ; 

“Tf I needed them, they 
were there,” Laurie said. 

After 15 months, Laurie 
found out Russell was com- 
ing home, she said she was ex- 
tremely anxious. 

- “T didn’t know what to 
expect,” she said. “I had been 


told-to expect his-personality to--- 


change slightly, and that he may 
not enjoy doing the same things 
he used to.” 

For two months before he 
came home, every day Laurie 
was more anxious, she said. 

When he finally returned, 
his personality had changed a 
little, Laurie said. 

“For the first couple of 
weeks, he was treating me like 
a soldier,” she said, “I had to 
keep telling him that I’m your 
wife, not one of your soldiers.” 

At first, little things set 
him off, she said. He made sure 
everything was in order. 

Gradually he got better, 
she said. After three weeks, he 
was back to normal. 

For the first three days 
Russell was home, he was con- 
stantly snow blowing, she said. 

“T think it relieved some 
tension,” she said. 

When a soldier is dis- 
charged from an assignment, 
they have 180 days to return 
to their civilian job, Laurie 
said. Russell went back to work 





right away, and started to work 
again the day before Christmas, 
2007. 

As of today, Russell is cur- 
rently at the rank of E-8, first - 
sergeant, and this February 
marked his 28th anniversary in 
the military, Laurie said. 

Christie Fitzgerald, a resi- 
dent of Colchester, started an 
organization known as the 
Blanket Brigade after she was 
notified by Jaime Kelbauth, 
a friend of her daughter, that. 
there was a shortage of blan- 
kets in the Bagram critical care 
ward iu Afghanistan, she said. 

Kelbauth sent a plea out 


“notifying people that there was 


a huge shortage of blankets to 
keep children warm, Fitzgerald 
said. 

Fitzgerald, along with 
some of her close friends, sew _ 
blankets and send them to Ba- 
gram as often as they can, she 
said. They accept used blanket 
donations as well, but a major- 
ity of the blankets they send are 
made by friends and family, 
Fitzgerald-saidsassaccumsnacmmecaia 

Kelbauth has told Fitzger- 
ald that over 300 blankets have — 
been donated nation-wide 
thanks to this program, with 
about 70 of those blankets com- 
ing from Vermont. 

Kelbauth told Fitzgerald 
it is amazing to see the smiles 
light up on the faces of the chil- 
dren, especially when they are 
told they can take the blankets 
home with them. 


the Blanket Brigad 
- contact Christie 
o Fitzgerald at i 


| (802) 238-8781 or b 
| e-mail at - 
: dfitzge950@a01.com. 
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letter to the editor in the March 11 issue of 
The Defender. First, I understand where 
he is coming from. There are many problems 
in Iraq that have to be addressed. 
However, that is where my agreement with 
Shearer ends. 

In Shearer’s letter he called the day of re- 

sistance useless; a day many students, alumni 
and faculty spent time planning. 
_ Inreading his article it became evident to 
me that he was either not 
at the panel discussions or 
he fell asleep through the 
majority of them. 

“Much of the day 
seemed more about re- 
peating the same old stuff 

. . It’s too bad much 
of that message has no 
grounding in. reality,” 
Shearer wrote. 

I can see where that 
could make sense if the 
panels were left out of his argument. 

The panels were designed to educate the 
student body away from those idealistic cries 
that are not grounded in reality. 

We wanted to educate the_student’s to 
back up what their hearts were already tell- 
ing them. Different panels mapped out dif- 
ferent costs of the war. 

Students learned about the economic 
cost, the price families pay, deaths and the 
destruction of Iraqi infrastructure. 

With this knowledge they could decide 
for themselves what action they wanted to 
take in the future. 

Also, two action letters were drafted and 
_ sent to Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., which stu- 
dents had the opportunity to sign. 

The statistic of a million Iraqi deaths 
is controversial. But, that wasn’t the point. 


[« writing in response to Stew Shearer’s 
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Unite to be heard | Putting a face to a flag 


Even if the death toll is half that, is that not 
enough? 

Think of the devastating effect 9/11 had 
on this country, roughly 3,000 people died. 

Apparently Iraqi lives are not as impor- 
tant because we argue over a Statistic’s merit 
instead of the grotesque loss of life. 

If Shearer listened to Matt Howard, an 
Iraq veteran, he would have learned that ci- 
vilians are being targeted in Iraq. 

In regard to running from our problem, 
junior Andrew Driscoll and my panel was 
about the destruction in Iraq and the com- 
pensation America is responsible for. We 
are not the stable force holding the country 
together. 

Howard spoke about how Sunnis and 
Shiites lived together in peace before the 
war, and how American leaders pitted the 
two sides against one another, inflaming the 
violence. 

If Shearer listened to him he would 
have also heard the story Howard told about 
the city of Basra in Iraq where the violence 
dropped by 90 percent after British forces 
pulled out. 

This conflict cannot be won. They don’t 
want us there and will continue to fight until 
we leave. 

People do not accept foreigners tell- 
ing them how to live their lives and neither 
would I. 

In closing, it is attitudes like Shearer’s 
that are the problem with our generation. 

He thinks our voice is meaningless. If 
we unite as one, politicians cannot ignore 
us. 


Tim Warren is a junior political science 
major. You can contact him at twarren@ 
smcevt.edu. 


n the eve of March 5 when I 
() = from Durick Library, 
I stopped in my tracks to take 
in the transformation of the library 
lawn. Planted in the cold earth before 
me were thousands of little black flags. 
I thought about what those flags 
meant to me. I thought about how two 
of those flags represented two young 
soldiers from my hometown. 
March 19 was the fifth anniversary 
of our invasion of Iraq. It marks a time 
in my life where I went from not even 


knowing where Iraq was on a map to 


reading about this country daily in the 
paper. , 

There have been 4,007 U.S. mili- 
tary fatalities since March 16, 2003, 
according to the New York Times, and 
to be objective, the Iraqi civilian death 
stats are all over the boards. Some 
sources say as many as 1.2 million Iraqi 
civilian fatalities. 

I urge everyone on our campus to 
have a voice and vote in this upcoming 
election, regardless of your opinion on 
the war. If we don’t, then who is to say 
what is going to happen in our future? 

I urge you not only to vote, but talk 
about the “War on Terror” with your 
friends and family and educate each 
other about each presidential candi- 
date. 

Attend campus events like the ones 
on March 5 and learn as much as you 
can about is going on overseas. 

Listen to both sides, keep an open 


mind and, most importantly, have an 


opinion. 

Our country is at war. It may not be 
taking place in our front yard. We may 
not have soldiers standing on our street 


corners, but on March 5, the-Durick Li- 
brary lawn brought home the results of 
the war into our front yard. 

It is our choice whether we want to 
make a difference. Every vote will im- 
pact someone, whether it is our neigh- 
bors in Iraq or the number of troops we 
continue to send. Every vote counts. 

This war isn’t 
just going to go 
away. We turn off 
the news because 
we have grown tired 
of hearing about the 
reoccurring bomb- 
ings in Baghdad, 
we are shutting the 
door on the futures 
of countless lives. 

As I stood out- 
side staring at our 
once-empty field, I wondered if by the 
time I graduate from St. Michael’s these 
black flags will reach all the way to the 
chapel steps. What will I be able to say 
that I have done to put a stop to it? 

To put a face to each flag, I recom- 
mend visiting this link: www.nytimes 
.com/ref/us/20061228 3000FACES _ 
TABI.html. Bein 
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Legere 


Alex Legere is a sophomore 
Journalism major. You can contact 
her a alegere@smcvt.edu. 


“~ 


The blackout mystery 


he best thing about blacking out on 

any given Saturday night is being 

able to remember nothing. There’s 

nothing in my college social life that brings 

me more pride than to say I have absolutely 
no idea what happened. 

Sound like you? Don’t worry, we’ve all 
had our moments. 

Ever wake up to that pool of drool on 
your pillow and feel the 
rush of confusion, or 
the lack thereof, that 
is inside your alcohol- 
soaked brain? Well, 
maybe you don’t wake 
up alone, but that’s 
cause for even more 
confusion, and a whole 
different story. 

The initial confu- 
sion of the blackout 
mystery perpetuates as 
the day continues. A few text messages and 
a couple “O-M-G, I think I’m still drunk” 
IMs help piece together those otherwise 
brown areas gone black through the night. 

At brunch, dressed in half-assed pub- 
lic attire, St. Mike’s sweatpants, the H&M 
shirt you wore last night, with a black North 
Face fleece, every little memory piggy- 
backs onto another memory. The answers 
build toward the epiphany, the moment the 
lights in your head went out. 

The confusion transforms into a feel- 
ing of pride. You knowingly ask your 
friend, “Did anyone besides me black out 
last night?” Finding out answers runs the 
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risk of remembering, and the all-out black- 
out then becomes the less exciting brown- 
out. 

That’s a question that secretly brings 
more satisfaction when I find out I’m the 
only one that took it to that level — I’m.no 
longer held accountable for my actions, and 
the blackout becomes a ‘get out of jail free 
card’ for all the embarrassing moments. 

So, why do we behave like this? We go 
to college to get out on our own, gain some 
responsibility, and grow up. But, for some 
of us, we learn to become expert drinkers 
and drown our undesired pressure to be- 
come mature. 

Alcohol can be an escape. It some- 
times feels good not to feel anything for 
a couple hours, especially after running 
around campus on an 18 credit schedule 
every week. The reward for a late-night 
study session in the library or the lab is 
binge drinking the next night. 

John McCardell, former president of 
Middlebury College, heads a nonprofit or- 
ganization called Choose Responsibility. 
McCardell said in an interview with ABC 
News last fall that it’s no secret that people 
at the age of 21 have already consumed al- 
cohol. 

In fact, after reading Koren Zailckas, 
“Smashed: Story of a Drunken Girlhood,” 
its apparent that a lot of so-called good, 


suburban kids, a demographic that can de- _ 


scribe the general student population at St. 
Mike’s hit the bottle early in high school. 
They picked up the habit six or seven years 
before it was legal. 


World Health Organization research- 
ers recently found that in many European 
countries where the drinking age is 18 or 
younger, 15- and 16-year-olds have more 
drinking occasions per month, but with 
fewer occasions of dangerous intoxication 
than American teens. 

What brings on the urge for young 
Americans to pound alcohol at such an 
early age and so excessively? Is it the thrill 
of its being illegal? 

I admit, I had more fun drinking when 
I was under 21 because of the rush that the 
risk brought. But I also know many peo- 
ple who suffered alcohol poisoning or had 
their stomachs pumped from binging at a 
random house party when the parents were 
out of town. 

Only a year after turning 21, I find it 
difficult to black out like I used to. Hang- 
overs hit harder than they did before, and 
unless I’m at a bar where beers and shots 
are right there, the blackouts don’t come as 
casually. 

Blackouts occur when alcohol affects 
the brain’s activity in an area called the 
hippocampus, which is associated with re- 
calling memories and forming new ones. 
Excessive alcohol consumption prevents 
the brain from forming new memories. 

McCardell’s Choose Responsibility 
program is asking for legislation to allow 
for a pilot installation of an 18-year-old 
drinking age in Vermont. In return, the 
state will be required to supply informa- 
tion to the government on the analysis of 
the new drinking age and help avoid drink- 


ing and driving by increasing alcohol edu- 
cation. 
Dropping the drinking age from 21 to 
18 may not be the answer, though. Alcohol 
is everywhere, and as media addicts, we 
see it in television, movies, and hear about 
it in the music we listen to. The image has 
become that high school kids are supposed 
to party, throw keggers and take shots. We 
may drink less excessively if the age is 
lowered to 18, because without the risk of 


‘getting caught, it’s easier to go soft after 


surpassing the drinking age. 

I’ve already grown from the stages of 
my underage drinking years. The fun of 
my night now happens at the bar, not when 
I hop into a friend’s car and go to a sketchy 
parking lot in town to pick up a bottle of 
Smirnoff for me and my three friends. 
“Hey, misters” at the local liquor store were 
more exciting than the “hey, misters” to the 
bartender at age 21. 

So, blacking out is hopefully a stage 
that will grow old. It’s not a matter of age 
change; it’s a matter of social standards 
set by the media. But, if lowered to 18, the 
underage thrill will only last about three 
years instead of six years leading up to the 
legal drinking age. And maybe with that, 
we’ll stop getting so blackout. 


Laura Tuveson is a senior journalism 
major. You can contact her at 
Ituveson@smcvt.edu. 
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CALENDAR 








Photo courtesy of Flynn Center for the Performing Arts 


“The Producers” will be performed at the Flynn Center for the Performing Arts at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday and Wednesday. 


TUESDAY/1 


Concert: The Last Goodnight 
Higher Ground: Showcase 
Lounge. ; 
Doors open at 7 p.m. Show 
starts at 7:30 p.m. 


$12 advance. $14 day of show. - 


Broadway National Tour: “The 
“Producers” 

Flynn Center for the Performing 
Arts.. 

7:30 p.m. 

$60, $52, $45. 





Concert: The Disco Biscuits 
Higher Ground Ballroom. 









month 


Doors open at 8 p.m. 
Show starts at 9 p.m. 


$30 advance. $32 day of show. | 


Spring main-stage play: 
“Closer than Ever” 

Directed by Cathy Hurst. In the 
play, each song tells a story of 
love, security and happiness 
and holding onto them ina 
threatening world. 

McCarthy Arts Center. - 

7-9 p.m. 

Free. 


Concert: The Kinetix 
Nectar’s 

11 p.m. 

21+ Free 

18+ $5. 


REGULAR MARIJUANA USERS 
NOT planning on stopping their marijuana use 
wanted for UVM research study. 


Up to $253 in compensation 


We are looking for regular marijuana users who are: 
e At least 18 years old | 
e Available for 30-minute study visits 2x/week for 1 


If interested call 656-4848 


THURSDAY/3 


Guest Talk by Former U.N. 
Weapons Inspector 

Scott Ritter, former U.N. weap- 
ons inspector, will speak on 
“Media Silence on Iraq and Iran 
in a U.S. Election Year.” Ritter, 

a former Marine intelligence of- 
ficer, served as a chief weapons 
inspector for the United Nations 
in Iraq from 1991-1998. 
McCarthy Arts Center. 
7:30-9:30 p.m. 


Concert: Baywa 
Nectar’s 

11 p.m. 

21S rlee: 

18+ $5. 






FRIDAY/4 


Concert: Kaki King 

Higher Ground Ballroom 

Doors open at 7:30 p.m. 

Show starts at 8 p.m. 

$12 advance. $14 day of show. 


Concert: Wyclef Jean 
Put on by the Student 
Association. 

Ross Sports Center. 
7-10 p.m. 

$20. 

Info: 654-2304 


Keo Woolford 

Hawaiian hula dancing. 

Flynn Center for the Performing 
Arts. 

8 p.m. 

$24 for adults. $20 for stu- 
dents. 





Concert: Junior Brown 
Featuring The Chad Hollister 


Trio, with Doug Perkins and 
Greg Mattses. 

Higher Ground Ballroom. 
Doors open at 7 p.m. 

Show starts at 7:30 p.m. 

$17 advance. $20 day of show. 


Concert: Shawn Mullins 
Higher Ground: Showcase 


_ Lounge. 


Doors open at 7 p.m. 
Show starts at 7:30 
$15 advance. $17 day of show. 


Encore Cabaret 

Presented by King Street Youth 
Center. 

Flynn Center for the Performing 
Arts. 

7:30 p.m. 

$35. 


Concert: Wind and Jazz En- 
semble Dessert 

Green Mountain Dining Room, 
Alliot Student Center. 

2-4 p.m. 

$15 





Graduate Programs Open 
House 

Directors of the five programs, 
(administration and manage- 
ment, clinical psychology, 
education, teaching English to 
speakers of other languages, 
and theology and pastoral . 
ministry) will be on hand to 


answer questions. There will be 


a presentation on-teaching in 
Vermont by Anne Judson, the 
director of graduate educa- 
tion, and special guest, Diane 
Bahrenburg, Vermont's teacher 
of the year. 

Hoehl Welcome Center. 
4:30-6:30 p.m. 

Information: 654-2251 or www. 
smcvt.edu/graduate or e-mail 
at graduate@smcvt.edu. 





Photo courtesy of Flynn Center for the Performing Arts 
Keo Woolford will perform at the Flynn Center for the Performing Arts at 5 and 
8 p.m. Friday and Saturday. 
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Le Moyne 


















Pace 
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Southern New Hampshire 





Franklin Pierce 
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American International 
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Stonehill 





St. Michael’s 





Bryant 








Merrimack 





Bentley 








Southern Connecticut 





St. Anselm 





Franklin Plerce 


spring break trip to Florida. 











Assumption 





American International 
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Photo courtesy of Jonathan Billings ‘ 


Junior Ashley Harkins drills a hit in a win over Grove City on Saturday, March 15, during the softball team’s 


Davidson named men’s hockey head coach 
St. Michael’s makes deal with Northeast-10 Coach of the Year for 2008-09 


By Brian Badzmierowski 
Staff Writer 


Head hockey coach Chris Davidson will return as 
coach for the Purple Knights for another year, according 
to the athletic department’s recent press release. 

Davidson served as the interim coach for the Purple 
Knights during their 2007-08 season. The team won the 
Northeast-10 championship and Davidson was honored as 
Coach of the Year. 

Winning a championship and being named Coach of 
the Year may seem like enough to secure a full-time posi- 
tion, but Davidson was by no means a shoo-in, Athletic 
Director Geri Knortz said. 

A search committee of six faculty and staff members 
was assembled, and they advertised the opening nation- 
wide, she said. 

_ The list started with 40 applicants and was narrowed 
down to six or eight through extensive reference checking, 
Knortz said. It was finally cut down to three prospective 
coaches, including Davidson, she said. 

The other two finalists were Damian DiGiulian and 
Tim Gerrish. 

DiGiulian, an alumnus of Hamilton College, was an 
assistant coach at UVM for 10 years and was most recently 
an assistant coach at Middlebury College. 

Gerrish graduated from Elmira College and has been 
extensively involved with United States Women’s Hockey 
National Team. 

The three finalists each had a full day of interview- 
ing: an on-campus interview that included breakfast and 
lunch in the dining hall, an hour and a half discussion with 
the search committee, and an hour meeting with the team, 
among other events, Knortz said. 

The committee was dedicated to finding a coach who 
was not only interested in the athletic development of the 





Photo courtesy of Seth Cole 
Chris Davidson will return as head coach next year. 


team, but also the academic and personal development of 
the players, Knortz said. 

Sports Information Director Seth Cole said DiGiulian 
and Gerrish came across as confident and optimistic, and 
could easily lead a hockey program. 

“The difference-maker is that he (Davidson) had the 
chance to prove he could do it and he succeeded,” he said, 

The team’s celebration of its championship season 
was cut short by the realization that, despite his achieve- 
ment, Davidson could have coached his last game for St 
Michael’s, junior forward Chris Healey said. 

“We hoped that throughout the course of the season 
that maybe they’d just call the search off,” he said. 

Davidson won the respect of his players with his hard 
work ethic and his commitment to keep the team’s morale 
up, junior forward Kevin Richard said. He said Davidson 
made sure they got equipment and took team preparation 


and scouting to another level, he said. 

Davidson’s age also played a factor in being able to 
relate better to the players, Healey said. 

Healey played under former longtime coache Lou 
DiMasi and Davidson- 

“Lou is like having a second father, and coach David- 
son is like having a big brother,” he said. 

Davidson said the instability of his position was al- 
ways in the back of his mind, and he used it as motivation, 
thinking of the season as a yearlong interview. 

“I couldn’t have asked for a better situation,’ Da- 
vidson said. “I had 27 guys on the same page, we all got 
along, they all bought what I was trying to sell, and we 
were headed in the right direction.” 

Assistant coach Brian Bova was an integral part of 
this season’s success, too, sophomore defenseman Dave 
Vorozilchak said. 

Bova arrived this year after playing and coaching at 
UMass-Lowell. Despite the fact that Davidson is a self- 
proclaimed Yankees fan, Bova said the two got along well 
when they met before the season. 

“He (Bova) brought a lot to the team,” Vorozilchak 
said. “He showed films, made up practice plans and met 
with everyone to break down game tape.” 

When the team saw how hard the coaches were work- 
ing to advance the team, the players felt they had to work as 
hard as, if not harder than, their coaches, Davidson said. 

The result was a team with a newly instilled sense of 
unity and a harder work ethic, Richard said. 

With the continued assistance of Bova, Davidson said 
he is looking to improve on the team’s 12-win mark this 
season. 

“Next year they’re going to be out to beat us,” he said. 
“We can still climb the ladder a little bit.” 
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Evan Grenier 


| Senior | Baseball | Bridgeport, Conn. | Political Science/Religious Studies 





High school: Notre Dame of Fairfield 
Started playing: At four years old. 


Why SMC: I really like the area, I’m a skier and I had a chance to 
play, so St. Michael’s was a good fit. 


Favorite food: Chicken parmesan 


Pre-game rituals: Picking out what apparel to wear. 


Favorite professor: Jeffrey Ayres 


Why chosen: Grenier went 
5-for-6 at the plate with a 
three-run homer, a double, 
three singles and two runs 
scored in game against II- 
linois College. 


of college. 


Post-graduation plans: Visiting AJ Urquhart in his sixth year 


Favorite sports memory: Winning the Connecticut baseball 
state championship in high school 


Favorite sports team: The New York Yankees 


Role model: Derek Jeter, Don Mattingly 


Knight Moves 


The weekly recap of St. Michael’s sports 


Junior midfielder 
Lauren Rizotti passes 
to a teammate in a 
game against As- 
sumption College on 
Thursday, March 27. 


Photo by Mike Connors 


> Baseball (2-10 0-0) lost seven straight 
at the Gene Cusic Collegiate Classic in Fort 
Myers, Fl. The two wins came against Hills- 
dale and St. Lawrence by a score of 11-4 and 
18-16, respectively. Following a pair of losses 
to the powerhouse that is Nebraska-Omaha, 
St. Michael’s took Illinois College to extra in- 
nings but fell, 10-7, in the 11th. Senior Evan 
Grenier went 5-for-6 at the plate with a three- 
run homer, a double, three singles and two 
runs scored. On Friday, March 21 the Purple 
Knights fell for a second and third time to 
St. Lawrence, dropping the opener 15-5 and 
game two 12-2. The team concluded their 
spring break tour of Florida with a 15-1 loss at 
the hands of nationally ranked Trinity College 
after the game was called short due to rain. 


> Men’s lacrosse (3-3, 2-1 ) used momentum 
from a 11-10 overtime win over St. Anselm on 
Saturday, March 15, St. Michael’s senior cap- 
tain Mike Boerma stirred up some late-game 
magic to knock off St. Andrew’s, 13-12, in dou- 
ble overtime on Tuesday, March 18. Boerma, 
also with four assists in the win, tallied his 
fourth goal in the second overtime. Senior 
Greg Lazarus led all goal-scorers with five on 
the afternoon in Laurinburg, N.C. On Friday, 
March 21 the men traveled to Hempstead, 
N.Y. to take on Adelphi University, only to snap 
a two-game win streak, falling by a score of 
18-6. The Panthers jumped all over the Pur- 
ple Knights in the first half, leading the visitors 
11-1 at the break. Senior goaltender Jeff Han- 
non made eight saves in net while Boerma led 
all Purple Knight scorers with three goals and 
one assist. 





se 


> Softball (6-3, 0-0) jumped out to a 6-0 
mark with a flawless record at the FAST Spring 
Ball tournament in Ocoee, FI. To highlight the 
win spree, junior Megan O’Connor pitched five 
innings of one-hit ball to earn the 6-0 win over 
Saint Joseph. in her third of the season, she 
also went 2-for-3 at the plate with a run scored= 
and a run batted in. First-year Kelly Rose Losi 
also was 2-for-3 at the plate, with a home run, 
two runs scored, and three RBlis. Classmate 
Lauren Bolger added a pair of singles in the 
win. Sophomore Kelly Egan earned her first 
collegiate win, aS she pitched a complete 
game, five-hitter in a contest shortened to five 
innings due to the eight-run rule. She aided 
her cause with a single, run and RBI, while 
sophomore Katelyn Billings tallied two singles 
and two runs. 


> Women’s lacrosse (4-1, 2-0) rolled over 
Northeast-10 Conference rival Southern Con- 
necticut, 24-6, in a non-conference contest 
at the Rollins College tournament in Orlando, 
Fl. In the onslaught, junior attacker Kim Berlo 
led all scorers with four goals and two assists, 
including the eventual game-winner midway 
through the first half. On Monday, March 17 
the Purple Knights jumped out to a 7-5 half- 
time lead against the Chargers of New Haven, 
only to go scoreless in the second half, drop- 
ping a 14-7 decision. Senior Brynne Curran 
led the Purple Knights scoring attack with 
three goals and one assist. Bouncing back 
from a second half drought against New Ha- 
ven, the Purple Knights took down tournament 
host Rollins College, as senior Amanda Soule 
scored four goals with her final goal proving 
to be the game-winner late in the second half 
to make the score 18-17. The Purple Knights 
rallied from a 12-6 deficit to finish their three- 
game trip to Florida on a high note. 


Details provided by Sports Information 
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Brackets 


and betting 


t’s the time of year when col- 

lege students skip class, pile 

into a room and anticipate 

the final score of the game. 
March Madness has become an 
ever popular event which is close- 
ly associated with the illegal act of 
betting. Parents fill out brackets at 
work and students gather among 
themselves to put their money in 
a pot. Regardless of age, betting is 
illegal whether people choose to 
believe so or not. 

Upsets, Cinderella stories, 
and the Sweet Sixteen bring to 
mind the basketball games which 
people choose to focus on for a 
month at a time. The avid sports 
fans are familiar with these terms 
because they occur on a yearly 
basis and cannot be predicted but 
merely happen. They also have 
a major effect on brackets. The 
careful decision of predicting a 
team’s success is a necessary as- 
pect of the tournament. 

It’s an excuse to watch four 
games in one day and be too tired 
to finish reading for philosophy. 
The routine of college students 
is altered during this time and is 
based entirely on the game sched- 
ule. 

The NCAA’s big day, April 7, 
is only week away and taking over 
minds of everyone who has filled 
out a bracket. Will the teams play- 
ing in the National Championship 
be the same ones you picked? Or 
should you completely throw out 
your bracket because it’s a lost 
cause? 

Either way the bracket draws 
attention to the sport and creates 
another reason to drink and cel- 


’ ebrate. 


Looking at the NCAA tour- 
nament from a different angle, 
the bracket allows those who de- 
vote tremendous amounts of time 
watching and breathing basket- 








ball a chance to put their scouting 
to good use. 

The brackets have evolved 
through the years from a piece 
of paper, to filling them out on 
the Web. Even Facebook has an 
application to fill out an interac- 
tive bracket. Now, changes that 
the bracket has undergone can be 
looked as more than a change in 
technology but a way to involve 
all generations in the madness. 

In an article in USA Today by 
William S. Saum, he made a com- 
ment about sports betting saying, 
“The profile of the typical college 
student who gambles is someone 
who believes he has control of his 
own destiny, takes risks, and feels 
he possesses the skill to be suc- 
cessful in this endeavor.” 

Looking at this description 
relates the issue to students walk- 
ing around campus. The practi- 
cality of developing an addiction 
could possibly form from March 
Madness but is rare. Admitting its 
going on is better than pretending 
students aren’t doing it. 

With that said, will heavy 
favorite North Carolina go all the 
way? Or can we safely say what- 
ever projected results will be a 
left to an overtime victory? 

The games hold the entirity of 
the power to determine successfitf 
brackets. So plan accordingly and 
get your work done ahead of time 
because the excitement of March 
Madness will be coming to an 
end and people will have to wait 
another year to fill out a bracket 
and bet on who will be crowned 
the national champion in 2008. 





Tessa Schraven is a junior 
journalism major. You can 
contact her at tschraven@smcvt. 
edu. 
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Softball travels to Florida for spring training 


After losing key players to graduation, the team will focus on ey to add depth for the season 


By Lucia Suarez Sang 
Staff Writer 


The women’s softball team started its 
season by traveling to Florida. After play- 
ing nine games, the team resumes to begin 
its regular season this week. 

Before the trip to Ocoee, Fla., the 
“team practiced in the Tarrant Recreation 
Center for about eight weeks and then 
headed south to play in the FAST Spring 
Ball tournament. After the tournament, the 
team returns to play home games at Doc 
Jacobs Field, although, due to weather, the 
team has not played on its home field this 
year. 

“We just had our first setback already,” 
head coach Robyn Newton said: “Our first 
home game was supposed to be this com- 
ing Sunday versus Bentley, and it’s look- 
ing like we'll probably be jumping ona bus 
and going to play on their fieldinstead.” 

Newton said it’s hard for the team to 
adjust to different temperatures in Ver- 
mont and Florida. It will take.a couple 
more weeks before the team is able to ey 
on the field, she said. 

Junior captain Ashley Harkins said 
having ice on the field was frustrating be- 
cause the team had to travel to Bentley for 


their its conference game. Practicing inside 


Tarrant Recreation Center makes: every- 
thing different, Harkins said pop-ups and 
high balls to the outfield are not possible, 
and the way the ball hops on the floor is 
different from outside, Harkins said. 

Sophomore Heather French said it’s 
hard to play inside because there are dif- 
ferences between the indoor surface and 
the dirt. 





just say, “You know what? It’s out of 


“The best thing we can do is 


our control; and if we dwell on it it’s 
just going to make us worse and just 
have to shrug it off and play when- 
ever we can play,” Newton said. 

The softball team played 
against other schools from the East 
Coast. They concluded the FAST 
Spring Ball tournament with a re- 
cord of 6-3 playing Division II and 
III teams. The trip helped determine 
the starting players and positioning, 
Newton said. 

“Our goal in Florida was to get 
down and play as many games as we 
can. It’s a chance for us to engage in 
some actual strategy planning that 
is hard to do inside,” she said. “Our 
overall goal is to just really focus on | 
the basics of the game and how we |= 
can communicate well together.” 

The trip to Florida allowed an 
opportunity for the team to work 
on communication, getting used to. 
each other on the field and playing 
outside, French said. Even though 
it was slightly easier competition in the 
beginning, it became more of a a vallgoae 
toward the end, she: said. oe 

The team’s goal for Florida was. to 





work . on communication. and: motivation — 


while not allowig the small size to affect 
the morale of the team, Harkins said. 

“(We could) not let out young age af- 
fect us,” Harkins added. 

The softball team emerges this spring 
after losing key players to graduation. With 
no seniors, it will benefit by having every- 
one return next year, Newton said. 





oes “We are saying we are still competi- 


tive. We: are really going to work hard,” 
Newton said. “We want to make our pres- 
ence known in the NE-10. The bonus is we 
ild on that next year.” 
a small team, at each game the 
pivens have really stepped up, Newton 
said. Harkins at shortstop and junior Me- 
gan O’Connor as pitcher have become cap- 
tains and leaders in their designated posi- 
tions and offensively, Newton added. 

“I had to ask my whole sophomore 
class this year to really just pick it up,” 
Newton said, “whereas usually a sopho- 





eo Photo courtesy of Jonathan | Billings. 
Sophomore Heather French hangs onto the ball for the out in a collision at home Pe in = a 
second win over Medaille College. 


more class kind of ee the second year to 
kind of get their feet wet.” 

The softball team is stig to make 
it into the top eight of the Northeast-10 
and show that it is still a nn team, 
Newton said. 

After dropping ‘two games against 
Bentley College on Sunday, March 30, 
the team will play at home this week. The — 
upcoming home. schedule features games 
against conference teams St. Anselm, 
Merrimack, UMass-Lowell amet Southern 
New Hampshire. 


Mero recognized for contribution to season 


Northeast-10 awards him men’s ice hockey Player of the Year for leading the league with 37 points 


By Lauren Proctor 
Staff Writer 


Ryan Mero was named the North- 
east-10 Men’s Ice Hockey Player of the 
Year. The junior forward finished the 

x, 2007-08 season with a conference best 37 
points: 20 goals and 17 assists. 

“It was definitely an honor,’ Mero 
said. “It topped off a great season.” 

Fan support, a good coaching staff and 
a close-knit team were key to the hockey 
team’s success, Mero said. 

“We're very fortunate to have Ryan at 
St. Michael’s,” said head coach Chris Da- 

*vidson. He was our biggest offensive punch 
(this season).” 

“Every time he did get the puck, you 
were on the edge of your seat, almost like 
you were expecting something great to 
happen,” assistant coach Brian Bova said. 

“He expects a lot of himself, and he 


carries that quiet intensity,” Bova said. 


“He’s a very humble, driven person.” 

Mero’s smooth skating ability, his 
speed, and his quick-release shot are some 
of his best assets, Bova said. 

Mero is a strong player on offense and 
defense, senior captain Erik Caron said. 

“One thing that works to my advan- 

tage is that I’m not a very big kid, so I don’t 
«think goalies expect me to shoot the way I 
do,” Mero said. 





March 5. 


In a game this season against Ham- 
ilton College, Mero fired a slapshot from 
the left side of the top of the circle to score, 
Davidson said. 

“I don’t think the goalie moved till 
after the puck was in the net,” Davidson 
said. 

What sets Mero apart is the way he 


watches plays evolve and anticipates other . 


players’ moves, Davidson said. 
“Ryan’s a step ahead of the other play- 
ers in NE-10,” he said. 


Photo by Mike Connors 
Mero with the puck in the Northeast-10 semifinal game against Stonehill College on Wednesday, 





Mero was part of the coaches leadership 
group, Bova said. The group consisted of 
the four captains and two other players: 
Mero and Bryan Dodge, Bova said. Players 
in the leadership group who aren’t captains 
carry as much weight in the coaches’ eyes 
as the captains, he said. 


“When (Ryan) speaks, people are: 


going to listen. They respect him as a 
person and as an athlete,” Bova said. 

Mero started playing hockey when 
he was 4 years old because his father and 


he was recruited by Avon Old Farms 
prep school to play there, he said, Mero 
played baseball and hockey during high 


recruited by Davidson, who was assis- 


chose hockey because of the team ca- 
maraderie and because the sport is so 
much different from others, he said. 

Off the ice, Ryan is down-to-earth 
and personable, junior forward Chris 
Healey said. He’s a fun guy to have on 
the team, he said. 

“He’s got that winning attitude,” 
Caron said. “He’s got that passion.” 

Mero listens to techno in the lock- 
er room before games, Caron said. The 
music has grown on the other members 
of the team, he said. _ 

In the off-season, Mero likes to 


play golf, go to Burlington and go to the — 


beach. 

He is a business major but isn’t sure 
what his future after St. Michael’s holds. 

“Tl have to think about it after next 
season,” Mero said. 

Until then, Mero hangs out with his 
friends as much as possible. 

“Four years go by fast,” Mero said. 

) : 


” a , at oe 


school, but chose hockey when he was 


tant coach and scout at the time. Mero 


mie 


brother played, he said. He played for te 
travel leagues until 10th grade, when — 


